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Executive Summary  
The Stave West foreshore flats is an area located on the west side of the Stave Lake reservoir 

and extends from Rolley Creek to Rocky Point.  The reservoir provides the water for power 

generation at the Stave Falls and Ruskin dams owned by BC Hydro.   BC Hydro has a Water Use 

Plan that controls the water levels on the reservoir throughout the year to meet their power 

generation requirements.  When the water on the Stave Lake reservoir is drawn down between 

October and April annually a large area of the foreshore along the lake is exposed and 

accessible to the public.  In the last three years the Ruskin dam has been under going seismic 

upgrades which are expected to be completed by 2018.  However, to facilitate the construction, 

the reservoir had to be drawn down at various times throughout the years resulting in the 

foreshore flats being accessible to the public for longer periods.  The accessibility to the 

foreshore flats has increased the popularity for motorized recreation and dispersed camping. 

 

The foreshore flats are not a controlled recreation area and as a result there has been 

significant environmental, archaeological social and economic impacts to the area.   Examples 

of the undesirable behaviour that is currently impacting the foreshore flats are garbage 

dumping, vehicles damaging sensitive streams and riparian areas, criminal activities, known 

archaeological site damage from vehicles and looting of artifacts, fires, uncontrolled camping, 

oil and fuel spills and at least one death per year can be linked to the activities on the foreshore 

flats.   

 

The Stave West Action Team has provided in this report information on the costs of 

enforcement and first responders, environmental and archeological, cultural and spiritual 

impacts from the uncontrolled nature of recreation on the foreshore flats.    

 

The Kwantlen, Katzie, Leq’amel and Matsqui First Nations who have overlapping traditional 

territories with the Stave West area were provided with information sessions to ensure that 

their comments were captured in this report.  Also stakeholder input was solicited through the 

Chilliwack Recreation Advisory Group which consists of 32 recreation organizations.   

 

The Stave West Action Team has provided three recommendations that include Full Closure, 

Partial Closure and an Implementation Strategy.     
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Background 
The Stave West Master Plan was completed in 2015 a District of Mission and Kwantlen First 

Nation lead initiative to develop a strategic level recreation development plan for the Mission 

Interpretive Forest, which is now commonly known as Stave West Forest and Recreation Area 

(Stave West).  The Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations (FLNRO) and 

Ministry of Jobs, Tourism and Skills Training (MJTS) participated in the development of the 

Master Plan by contributing funding and staff time and has continued the support in the 

implementation of the Master Plan.  The Master Plan went through two extensive public 

consultation and First Nations information sharing sessions prior to the sign off of the plan by 

District of Mission Mayor and Council.      

 

Aboriginal Tourism BC has recognized Stave West as a provincial demonstration project that 

showcases good relationships between municipal governments and neighbouring First Nations 

in developing joint outdoor recreation and tourism ventures.  

 

In Section 5 of the Master Plan under Environmental Stewardship and Cultural Protection 

recommendation 3.1 states “Establish work-group to address access and use of 

environmentally and archaeologically sensitive areas”.  The Stave West Action Team (Table #1) 

was tasked with recommendation 3.1 to resolve the issues that have resulted from the 

uncontrolled access to the Stave Lake foreshore flats.  The foreshore flats extend from Rolley 

Creek to Rocky Point (see Appendix 1: Areas of Interest).  In Table 2 the Areas of Interest are 

summarized for; environmental values, archaeological values, motorized use and enforcement 

frequency. 
                              Rocky Point Foreshore Flats 
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Table 1: Stave West Action Team  

Name  Organization Name  Organization 

Steve Higginbottom  BC Hydro Mike Younie District of Mission  

Allan Main  Community Futures 
North Fraser 

Tom Blackbird  FLNRO 

Pam Alexis  District of Mission Drew Atkins Kwantlen First Nation 

Bob O’Neal District of Mission Tumia Knott Kwantlen First Nation 

Dave Heyes District of Mission Gene MacInnes  MacInnes&Associates 

Michael Boronowski District of Mission Terry Hood North Shore Project 
Leadership 

Maureen Sinclair  District of Mission Ted de Jagar RCMP 

Stacey Crawford District of Mission Carmen Zajac Zajac Ranch  

Kelly Cameron District of Mission   
Stakeholders- Representatives attending Action Team meetings 

Kim Reeves  4 Wheel Drive 
Association of BC  

Steve Finn BCIT 

 

The foreshore flats have traditionally been exposed when the Stave Lake reservoir is drawn 

down annually between October and April.  In the past 3 years the draw downs have occurred 

throughout the year due to the seismic upgrades on the Ruskin Dam, which will be completed 

by 2018.  This has increased the popularity of the foreshore flats and the undesirable 

behaviour. 

 

 
 

Examples of the undesirable behaviour that is currently impacting the foreshore flats are 

garbage dumping, vehicles damaging sensitive streams and riparian areas, criminal activities, 

known archaeological site damage from vehicles and looting of artifacts, fires, uncontrolled 

camping, oil and fuel spills and at least one death per year can be linked to the activities on the 

foreshore flats.   

Current Initiatives  
FLNRO is the agency responsible for the management of recreation on provincial forests for the 

enjoyment of the public.  FLNRO, MJTS and District of Mission with the support of the Kwantlen 

First Nation have been working cooperatively on the development and implementation of the 

Master Plan which is the template for the overall recreation management of the Stave West 

area.  Although the funding and resources have been limited for managing recreation in Stave 

Area Hectares Environmental Value Archeological Value Motorized Use Enforcement Frequency 

1 15 Moderate High None Low

2 8 Moderate High None Low

3 80 Moderate High Low to Moderate Moderate to High 

4 60 Moderate High High High 

Table 2: Areas of Interest
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West area there has been progress made in controlling the unwanted activities in recent years 

and moving towards a desired outdoor tourism and recreation area as described in the Master 

Plan.  There have been steps taken prior to the approval of the Master Plan to control the 

unwanted behaviour in the Stave West area such as the updating the 1993 Firearms Discharge 

Bylaw, construction of the Sayres Lake campground, staffing a gatehouse and the interpretive 

forest designation of the Stave West.  

 

The District of Mission municipal boundaries overlap the Stave West area which provides the 

municipality the authority to impose bylaws.  In 2014 a Firearms Discharge Bylaw was updated 

on the Stave West area redefining the discharge of firearms in certain locations.  Through the 

efforts of education, signage and the enforcement agencies there has been a significant 

reduction of unsafe and illegal discharge of firearms in the area.  As of April 2017 many of the 

Forest Service Roads in the Lower Mainland now have a 400m no shooting zone implemented 

through provincial legislation, the Florence Lake FSR is one of these roads now restricted.  Well 

enforced, this should eliminate the target shooting in the Stave West area.   

The Sayres Lake Campground consisting of 40 sites was established in 2014 with a year round 

camp host on site and is managed by the Kwantlen First Nation under a partnership with 

Recreation Sites and Trails BC.  This development has effectively controlled the unwanted 

behaviour that was occurring around the Sayres Lake area.    

The District of Mission in the last two years has implemented a gatehouse at peak times 

throughout the summer months.  The intent of the gatehouse was to control the access into 

the area after hours, educate people and report any unlawful activities.  The gatehouse has 

been a success in assisting in the control of the area and reducing dangerous and illegal activity 

in Stave West.    

The enforcement agencies RCMP and Conservation Officer Service have stepped up their 

enforcement activities in the area over the past two years.  The effect of this increase has been 

noticeable on reducing the unwanted behaviour on the foreshore flats and the rest of Stave 

West.  However, the RCMP has identified that the appropriate legislation needs to be in place 

so they can more effectively do their job.   

It is estimated the annual enforcement costs which include the gatehouse operation and 

enforcement overtime is approximately $135,000.   Plus, there is the emergency response from 

fire and ambulance services that have been estimated at approximately $100,000 annually. For 

a total cost of $235,000 annually for enforcement and emergency services.  This cost can be 

mostly attributed to issues related to the foreshore flats area as reported by the RCMP.   There 

have been no cost estimates for the damage caused to the environment or the archaeological 

resources on the foreshore flats.  Although there have been some improvements in controlling 

the unwanted behaviour in Stave West the current efforts will not be effective in the long run 

and will cost the province and municipality significant resources and possibly irreparable 

damage to the archaeological resource.  A combination of an education and communication 



 

7 
 

strategy, infrastructure development and enforcement has shown to be the most effective 

tools to manage recreational areas.  

Foreshore Flats Recreation Features/Values and Vision  
The foreshore flats have recreational features/values that support opportunities for wildlife 

viewing, fishing, swimming, boating, hiking, rustic camping facilities, cultural experiences, 

motorized activities and a vista of the lake and surrounding mountains.  The current 

undesirable activities take away from the recreational enjoyment of the features/values by 

creating safety and security concerns, damage to the environment and the archaeological 

resources. 

 

The vision for the foreshore flats area of Stave West is to provide people with the ability to 

enjoy recreational activities in natural surroundings, in a peaceful and safe setting that 

enhances the experience of connecting to nature, the scenic beauty and the cultural 

significance of the area.    

 

The vision of the foreshore flats cannot be achieved due to the multitude of illegal and anti-

social behavior that is occurring by the uncontrolled motorized use and dispersed camping.  

Usually on weekends large uncontrolled gatherings of people and vehicles displace other 

recreationalist from the area.  The result has been damage to the environment and 

archaeological sites, through mud bogging, cutting trees, fires, garbage dumping and human 

waste.  The ability for people to enjoy the recreational features/values of the Stave West 

foreshore flats has been largely diminished by a small segment of society.   

Information Summary 
A meeting of the Stave West Action Team was held on December 6, 2016 to discuss the Stave 

Lake Foreshore Flats (see Appendix 5: Meeting Minutes).  The purpose of the meeting was to 

find solutions to the current unwanted activities that are currently damaging the environment, 

archaeological sites and to control the unacceptable social behaviour.  Information was 

gathered from the participants on the enforcement statistics, environmental studies, 

archaeological impacts, impacts to Zajac Ranch and the 4 Wheel Drive Association of BC 

interests.  This section will summarize the information obtained from the meetings and other 

sources that have been solicited for input.   

RCMP  
The RCMP information provided in Appendix 2 was for a 4 month period in 2016.  In that period 

126 offenses directly related to the current activities occurring on the foreshore flats were 

recorded, plus one fatality.  The RCMP observation is that the 80% of the unacceptable 

behaviour and criminal activities could be linked back to the access to the foreshore flats where 

people tend to gather to party.  The RCMP have indicated that there is not the appropriate 

legislation in place on the foreshore flats for them to control the unacceptable behaviour in the 
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area.  It is estimated that in 2016 the enforcement efforts and emergency response agencies 

direct costs were approximately $235,000.   The indirect costs associated with items such as 

court and follow-up medical costs have not been quantified.  The RCMP recommend that no 

motorized recreation or camping occur on the foreshore flats. 

Environmental  
There were a number of environmental studies completed by BC Hydro specifically for the 

Water Use Plan on the Stave and Hayward reservoirs.  The studies, some conducted over a 10 

year period examined the impacts on items such as fish biomass, pelagic monitoring, littoral 

productivity and turbidity from the reservoir fluctuations.  The studies can be found at 
https://www.bchydro.com/about/sustainability/conservation/water_use_planning/lower_mainland/sta

ve_river.html.  None of the environmental studies objectives evaluated the impacts of 

recreational activities on the Stave Lake foreshore flats.   

 

The District of Mission has a drinking water licence on the Hayward reservoir that supplies 

about 150 people and is concerned with the possible containments that may enter the water 

system from vehicles or uncontrolled camping on the foreshore flats.  

 

Observations when the water is drawn down of damage to the foreshore vegetation, rutting 

through creeks that feed into the lake, damaged and burnt vehicles, uncontrolled camping and 

damage to the riparian zones is prevalent throughout the area.  The extent of the 

environmental impacts from recreational activities has not been quantified.  

Ministry of Forest and Lands Natural Resources Operations  
Information was requested from qualified staff at FLNRO Terrestrial Wildlife Resources Section, 

as to species at risk that might be impacted by current mud-bogging activities on the foreshore 

flats.  The response obtained was, that to date there has been insufficient inventory for species 

at risk over much of the Stave River watershed – meaning that it is presently uncertain what 

impact the mud-bogging activities are having on certain species at risk. However, the BC Hydro 

Fish & Wildlife Compensation Program will be undertaking a two-year project to identify, 

monitor, protect and restore species at risk and their habitats in the Stave River watershed. 

Species of interest include: western toad, red-legged frog, western painted turtle, great blue 

heron, western screech-owls, coastal tailed frog, Pacific water shrew, band-tailed pigeons and 

at-risk bat species. The aquatic species listed (e.g. amphibians and western painted turtle) may 

be impacted by mud-bogging activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bchydro.com/about/sustainability/conservation/water_use_planning/lower_mainland/stave_river.html
https://www.bchydro.com/about/sustainability/conservation/water_use_planning/lower_mainland/stave_river.html
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Mud Bogging  

 
 

Moreover, it is clear at this time that there are fish or fish habitat related concerns as the 

foreshore flats do support fish and fish habitat when the area is wetted.  The motorized 

vehicles physically damage the site and leak deleterious substances (i.e. oil, gas and other 

vehicle chemicals such as brake or transmission fluid) onto the area; and these substances are 

known to be harmful to fish and aquatic life both at the site and as transported downstream 

where salmon, steelhead and cutthroat occur.  Further, along with dispersed camping there is 

garbage, debris, fire pits and human waste left on the foreshore flats – all of which are also 

detrimental to fish habitat and the environment.   

The FLNRO Biologist emphasized that the mud-bogging activity (or other activities of this 

nature) are already prohibited under the Forest and Range Practices Act (FRPA) Part 5 

Protection of Resources Section 46 (1) which states “a person must not carry out a forest 

practice, a range practice or another activity that results in damage to the environment”.  Also 

FRPA Section 46 (1.1) states “a person, other than a person described in subsection 1, must not 

engage in any activity on Crown Land that results in damage to the environment”.  Based on 

this section of FRPA and the damage to fish habitat, FLNRO does not support mud-bogging on 

the foreshore flat and considers that it is not a permissible activity. 

Archaeological  
Indigenous people have used the Stave River watershed for village sites, cultural, spiritual and 

traditional uses for over 12,000 years.  This record of occupation is based on many artifacts and 

associated radiocarbon dated samples found in recent years when the Stave and Hayward Lake 

reservoirs are drawn down for hydroelectric generation.  Since 1996 archaeological crews 

working with BC Hydro and the Kwantlen First Nation have documented over 80 archaeological 

sites that are protected by the Heritage Conservation Act and inundated by the reservoirs in the 

watershed (see Appendix 4 Cordillera Archaeology letter).  Archaeological sites have been 
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damaged from the mechanical action of water in the draw down zone.  BC Hydro has adopted 

mitigation measures to reduce the damage through the Reservoir Archaeological Management 

Plan.  There has also been looting of the archaeological sites when the lake is drawn down and 

damage from motorized activities on the foreshore flats. 

Kwantlen First Nation has indicated that the Stave Lake foreshore flats are considered high in 

potential for more archaeological sites being found.  There is a concern as the Stave West area 

develops from uncontrolled to controlled recreation that an increase looting of the 

archaeological sites could occur (see Appendix 4 Cordillera Archaeology letter). 

Kwantlen First Nation is opposed to the current recreational use of the foreshore flats that 

could harm the archaeological resources and would support measures to educate the users and 

to control the foreshore flats recreational use.   

4 Wheel Drive Association of BC  
The 4 Wheel Drive Association of BC (4WDABC) provided information on the scope of the 

organization and their interests in motorized recreation on the Stave Lake foreshore flats.  The 

4WDABC promotes responsible and sustainable 4 wheel drive recreation in BC (see Appendix 

4).   The 4WDABC since 2002 has had annual volunteer clean ups in the Stave West area and 

have recorded in the last 7 years removing approximately 141 tons of garbage.  

 
Volunteer Clean Up  

 
 

The 4WDABC has a number of Sites/Trails Agreements with FLNRO to manage 4x4 accessible 

sites and recently signed a management agreement with BC Parks to manage the Cornwall Fire 

Lookout Tower. 
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The Stave West foreshore flats is a popular 4x4 area with 4WDABC members and other non-

members for motorized recreation and camping.  The 4WDABC has expressed that this area is 

unique in size and for mud bogging experiences in the province.  The 4WDABC wants to 

continue to use the foreshore flats for motorized recreation in a controlled manner and to 

legitimize the recreational activity, which will require approval through the appropriate 

legislation governing activities on crown land.     

Zajac Ranch for Children  
The Zajac Ranch for Children (Zajac Ranch) is a privately owned facility that provides a summer 

camping experience for about 3000 children and young adults with chronic, life-threatening 

and/ debilitating conditions.  Zajac Ranch is centrally located within the Stave West area. It’s 

site is adjacent to the foreshore flats and utilizes Stave Lake for water sports in the summer.  

The facility is used in the off season by educational institutions and for other commercial 

events. 

 
Zajac Ranch for Children  

 
 

Zajac Ranch was established in 2004 and has been at the forefront in terms of impacts of the 

uncontrolled recreation and the unacceptable social behaviour.  From people accessing their 

property from the foreshore flats they have experienced trespasses, thefts, damage to trails, 

fires, discharge of firearms, vehicles damaging the dock, regular excessive noise and garbage 

dumping.    

 

Zajac Ranch wants the recreational activities in the Stave West area controlled.  
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BC Hydro  
BC Hydro has a vested interest in the foreshore flats from the perspective of the Stave Lake 

Reservoir that is used to generate power at the Stave and Ruskin Dams.  BC Hydro operates a 

boat launch and Stave Lake Falls lodge and campground on Stave Lake that is used extensively 

in the summer months. 

 

In the development of their Water Use Plan, BC Hydro has commissioned a number of 

environmental and archaeological studies to determine the impacts of the water fluctuations 

on other resources.  Stave Lake reservoir is usually drawn down annually from October to April, 

which creates the foreshore flats.  Seismic upgrades to the Ruskin Dam have resulted in the 

reservoirs being drawn down at different times throughout the year which has provided access 

in the summer to the foreshore flats.  Once the upgrades are completed in 2018 draw downs 

will occur once again from October to April.   

BC Hydro will be revising the Water Use Plan and will continue to work with stakeholders.   

District of Mission Forestry Department  
The District of Mission Forestry Department (Department) has managed the Mission Municipal 

Forest (TFL 26) since its establishment in 1958.  The Department reports that it has seen an 

increase in vandalism, rowdyism, damage to the environment, illegal shooting, garbage 

dumping, fires, archaeological impacts and damage to the foreshore flats.    

 
Garbage left on the foreshore 

 
 

The Department has seen an increase in staff time and operational costs dealing with the 

increase in recreational traffic on the Florence FSR, which has safety implications and increased 

maintenance costs.  There are a number of uncontrolled access points to the foreshore flats 

that are impacting the environment in particular along Kearsley Creek (fish bearing) where 
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vehicles are eroding the stream banks and crossing the creek on a regular basis. There are also 

a number of small fish bearing creeks that flow into Stave Lake and at low water vehicles drive 

through these creeks.   The Department is concerned that the foreshore vegetation is being 

damaged by the uncontrolled camping in the area and that campfires are not monitored which 

could result in a wildfire.  

 

The Department would support controlling the recreational activities on the foreshore flats.   

Social and Economic  
There are no social or economic studies for motorized or non-motorized recreation completed 

on the Stave West area or for the foreshore flats.   However, the 4WDABC provided information 

on a recreation study completed for Washington State that provided a broad spectrum of 

recreational activities and their economic impacts on the State.  There have been a number of 

economic studies completed on motorized and non-motorized recreation.  

 

The Stave West Action Team members provided a number of sources for review of economic 

studies related to recreation these are located at Headwaters Economics website 

https://headwaterseconomics.org/trail/ .  Also a study cited by 4WDABC tilted “Economic 

Analysis of Outdoor Recreation in Washington State” is located at 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByzlUWI76gWVR1Z4SmpIdUZyUWc/view.  All of the studies 

show there are economic and social benefits from both motorized and non-motorized 

recreation from, economic benefits to the region, such as creating jobs to health benefits.  

Stave West 2017-18 Plans and Future Development 
Stave West will see significant changes in 2017-18 in public education and communications, 

enforcement presence and infrastructure development.   These initiatives will be the catalyst to 

changing the unwanted behaviours to the desired recreational experience and vision for the 

Stave West foreshore flats.  Starting in Spring 2017 there will be a safety and security plan 

developed that will outline the enforcement agencies involvement, gatehouse, public education 

and communications.  There will be three new campgrounds constructed; Kearsley Creek 

Motorized, Kearsley Equestrian and Rocky Point.  Along with the current campground located at 

Sayres Lake there will be four camp hosts in the area that will provide safety and security for 

campers and information to the enforcement agencies on illegal activities.  The camp hosts will 

be at the campground year round, weather permitting.   The intent is to construct additional 

campgrounds or add sites to the existing campgrounds when funding is available in the future.    

The Stave Lake foreshore flats review and recommendations will be an important component in 

managing recreation in the Stave West area.   

https://headwaterseconomics.org/trail/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByzlUWI76gWVR1Z4SmpIdUZyUWc/view
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Recommendations 
The Stave West Action Team meeting held on January 30, 2017 developed three 

recommendations for consideration of the regulatory decision maker who manages the 

Recreation Sites and Trails in BC.  

1. Full Closure 
a) This would prohibit all motorized vehicle access on the Stave West foreshore flats 

unless specifically permitted under another enactment.   

b) FLNRO will accept an application from the 4WDABC to establish a “mud bogging” 

area on the foreshore flats.  It is acknowledged that it is a requirement under the 

Forest and Range Practices Act and Regulations to complete environmental, 

archaeological or other assessments to protect other forest resources as part of the 

decision making process.        

2. Partial Closure   
a) This would prohibit all motorized vehicle access on the Stave West foreshore flats in 

Area #1, #2, and #3 (see Appendix 1 Maps) unless specifically permitted under 

another enactment.   

b) Area #4 (see Appendix 1 Maps) would remain open for motorized vehicles, however 

mud bogging would be an offence under the Forest and Range Practices Act and 

Regulations.  

c) FLNRO will accept an application from the 4WDABC to establish a “mud bogging” 

area on the foreshore flats in Area #4.  It is acknowledged that it is a requirement 

under the Forest and Range Practices Act and Regulations to complete 

environmental, archaeological or other assessments to protect other forest 

resources as part of the decision making process.        

3. Implementation Strategy 
It is recommended that an implementation strategy be developed to ensure the success of 

a full or partial closure of the foreshore flats to motorized vehicles. The plan will need to 

consider; public education, communication, enforcement and infrastructure development. 

 

Infrastructure development in the form of campground construction at Kearsley Creek 

Equestrian, Kearsley Creek Motorized and Rocky Point along with access management will 

be required.  The Kearsley Creek Motorized campground will be designed in cooperation 

with 4WDABC to ensure the development will meet the needs of the motorized recreational 

user.  The Rocky Point campground will include a gate for access management at the 

junction of Florence and Rocky Point FSRs and a 20 site campground.  The Kearsley Creek 

Equestrian campground will be located along the foreshore flats and neighbouring the Zajac 

Ranch for Children.  Each of the campgrounds will have full time camp hosts that will 
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provide site maintenance, access management, education and the ability to observe, record 

and report illegal activities.   

 

Access points to the foreshore flats will require an access management prescription and 

could be constructed in conjunction with the campground development.    

A communication plan will be developed for 2017 to ensure that all past and future users of 

the Stave West recreational area understand what are acceptable forms of recreation.  If 

there is a decision of full or partial closures of the foreshore flats, the communication plan 

will be able to respond quickly to the community and recreation groups as to the reasons 

and expectations for recreation in the area.  

 

An enforcement plan will be vital to the success of managing the recreation in the Stave 

West area.   

First Nations Information Sharing Summary 
Meetings were held on April 4, 2017 with Kwantlen, Leq’a:mel and Katzie First Nations and on 

May 2, 2017 with the Matsqui First Nation which have traditional territory overlaps with the 

Stave West area.  Information sharing sessions provided overviews on the Stave West Master 

Plan process and the Stave West Foreshore Flats report.   

 

First Nations shared information on their cultural, spiritual and traditional uses in the Stave 

West area.  There was general support for the planning work completed by the District of 

Mission and Kwantlen First Nation in moving the Stave West area to a controlled recreation 

area.  The current uncontrolled activities in the area have prevented many of the community 

members, due to safety concerns, from being able to participant in their traditional practices in 

the Stave West area. Concern was expressed as to the problems moving from Stave West to 

adjacent areas if the foreshore flats are restricted or prohibited for motorized vehicles and 

dispersed camping.  There were discussions regarding employment opportunities and 

opportunities for cultural exchanges at the developed campgrounds.  

Stakeholder Comments Summary  
The report was distributed to the 32 recreation organizations that comprise of the Chilliwack 

Recreation Advisory Group (CRAG) for review and comment.  No responses were received 

specifically from this request to the CRAG, however the 4WDABC did respond earlier as a 

participating stakeholder representative on the Stave West Action Team.  The comments are 

located in Appendix 6 Stakeholder Comments.  

  



 

16 
 

Appendix 1: Areas of Interest 

 

 



 

17 
 

 

 



 

18 
 

Appendix 2: RCMP Information  
Address                                                                                              (Multiple Items) 
Burma Rd Area Files 2016 to Nov 8 DOM Only                           UCR Type, Group, Summary 
Count of File Number                                                    Column Labels 
Row Labels                                                                     MI0101 

CDSA OFFENCES  4 

DRUG POSSESSION 4 

POSSESSION‐CANNABIS 30G & UNDR  4 
OTHER CC OFFENCES  5 

CAUSE DISTURBANCE  4 

CAUSE A DISTURBANCE  4  
OTHER GO  1 

OBSTRUCT PEACE/PUBLIC OFFICER  1 
OTHER OCCURRENCES  72 

IMPAIRED OP MOTOR VEHICLE  11 

215 ALCOH‐24HR  1 

215 DRUG  4 

215ALCOH IRP FAIL ASD‐90DAY  1 

215ALCOH IRP WARN‐3DAY  5 
MOTOR VEHICLE INCIDENTS  6 

COLLISION‐DAMAGE OVER $1000  4 

COLLISION‐NON‐FATAL INJURY  2 
MUNICIPAL BYLAW  5 

BYLAW‐LITTER  3 

BYLAW‐OTHER  2 
OTHER GO  19 

ABANDONED VEHICLES  6 

PROPERTY‐FOUND  1 

PROPERTY‐LOST  12 
OTHER TRAFFIC OFFENCES  12 

PROV PROHIB/SUSP‐NOT 215  3 

TRAFFIC‐INSURANCE VIOLATION  3 

TRAFFIC‐OTHER MOVING PROV  6 
QUERY TO LOCATE  1 

QUERY TO LOCATE INDIVIDUAL  1 
SUSPICIOUS OCCURRENCES  7 

SUSPICIOUS PERS/VEH/OCCURRENCE  7 
UNSPECIFIED ASSISTANCE  11 

UNSPECIFIED ASSISTANCE  11 
PERSONS VIOLENT CRIME  6 

ASSAULTS  5 

ASSAULT‐COMMON  4 

ASSAULT‐W/WEAPON OR CBH  1 
ROBBERY  1 

ROBBERY W/OTHER OFFENSIVE WPN  1 
PROPERTY CRIME  6 

ARSON  1 
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ARSON‐PROPERTY  1 
AUTO THEFT  2 

THEFT OF AUTO OVER $5000  1 

THEFT OF TRUCK UNDER $5000  1 
OTHER THEFT O/5000  1 

THEFT‐OTHER OVER $5000  1 
OTHER THEFT U/5000  2 

THEFT‐OTHER UNDER $5000  2 
TRAFFIC OFFENCES  12 

DANGEROUS OP BOAT/VESS/AIR  1 

DANG OP VESSEL/BOAT/AIRCRAFT  1 
DANGEROUS OP MOTOR VEHICLE  2 

DANG OP MV‐EVADING POLICE  1 

DRIVE W/O CARE/CONSIDER (PROV)  1 
IMPAIRED OP MOTOR VEHICLE  7 

FAIL TO PROVIDE/REFUSE ASD  2 

IMPAIRED OP MOTOR VEH (ALCOH)  5 
MOTOR VEHICLE INCIDENTS  1 

FAIL STOP/REMAIN (CCC) 1 
PROHIBITED DRIVING  1 

DRIVE WHILE DISQL/SUSP (PROV)  1 
(blank)  21 

MENTAL HEALTH ACT  2 

ZZZMENTAL HEALTH ACT  2 
(blank)  19 

ZZZCORONERS ACT  1 

ZZZFIREARM‐CARELESS USE  4 

ZZZFIREARMS ACT  2 

ZZZIMPRD OP MOTOR VEH (ALCOH)  3 

ZZZINTELL‐CRIMINAL OTHER  1 

ZZZMISSING PERSONS  2 

ZZZMISSING PERSONS‐HIGH RISK  1 

ZZZTHEFT OTHER VEHICLE O $5000  1 

ZZZTHFT AUTO UNDER $5000  2 

ZZZTHFT FROM MV UNDER $5000  1 

ZZZTRAFFIC‐OTHER MUNICIPAL  1 
Grand Total  126 
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Appendix 3: Archaeological Information 

Cordillera Archaeology 
Duncan McLaren, PhD 
1508 Brooke Street 
Victoria, B.C. 
V8S 1M5 
250-888-3759 
email: dsmclaren@gmail.com 
 

Gene MacInnes, RPF 
MacInnes Assocaites 
macinn@shaw.ca 
604-799-6544 
 
January 19, 2017 
 
RE: Proposed Stave West Project 
 
Dear Gene, 
 
I have been working as a contract archaeologist with BC Hydro and the Kwantlen 
First Nation in the Stave Reservoir area since 1996. Our work has focused 
primarily on the inundation zone of both Stave and Hayward Reservoirs. Since 
1996, archaeological crews working during times of low water have found and 
documented over 80 archaeological site locations. As all of these sites pre-date AD 
1846, they are protected by the BC Heritage Conservation Act. 
 
Some of the archaeological sites in the inundation zone are being impacted on an 
ongoing basis by the mechanical actions of reservoir operation. For this reason, 
BC Hydro has adopted measures to mitigate for these damages through the adoption 
of a Reservoir Archaeological Management Plan. Indirect impacts to archaeology 
sites in the inundation zone of Stave Reservoir are also occurring as a result of site 
looting and damage from recreation off-roading. 
 
While we have undertaken detailed archaeological inventory in many parts of the 
inundation zone of Stave Reservoir, we have typically avoided the flats to the 
southwest of Rocky Point where recreational off-roading is most frequent. Our 
primary reason for avoiding this area has been crew safety. Safety issues include 
the potential for contaminated soils as a result of oils and fluids leaking from 
damaged off-road vehicles and the potential of being confronted with irate or 
belligerent public users. The unsanctioned discharging of firearms by certain 
individuals is also a potential safety hazard. Despite our hesitancy to work in this 
region, we have recorded four archaeological sites locations in it. It is my opinion 
that this area is high in archaeological site potential and there are likely many more 

mailto:dsmclaren@gmail.com
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archaeological sites locations in it. 
 
I have reviewed the plans for the Stave West area and I overall support the efforts 
to promote a more healthy and controlled approach to public use. In my opinion, 
this is long overdue! Despite the great benefits that will be realized from these 
proposed works, the development of campground facilities may have unintended 
consequences as more people will likely be accessing the inundation zone on foot 
and they will be coming across artifacts. As a result, site looting may become more 
of an issue. However, I think that certain measures could be adopted to help control 
for this, in particular by employing watchmen, developing an education program 
for campers and limiting areas that can be used for certain types of activities. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns about this letter. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
Duncan McLaren  
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Appendix 4: 4 Wheel Drive BC Information 
The Four Wheel Drive Association of BC 

 

The Four Wheel Drive Association of BC is actively involved in promoting responsible and sustainable 
four wheel drive recreation in British Columbia as well as advocating for public access to public land. The 
Association is made up of over 1000 paid members, over 10,000 Facebook members, 18 member clubs 
and hundreds of volunteers who care deeply about adventure and exploration of the beautiful province 
of British Columbia. As avid backcountry recreationalists, we embrace the Tread Lightly philosophy and 
are a long standing provincial member of the Outdoor Recreation Council of BC.  
 
We organize and participate in many activities in support of that vision.  
The Association maintains partnership agreements and manages 4x4 accessible recreation sites for 
Recreation Sites and Trails BC, part of the Ministry of Forest Lands and Natural Resource Operations and 
we also have signed our first management agreement with BC Parks to restore and manage the Cornwall 
Fire Lookout Tower near Ashcroft, BC. The agreements involve our members and volunteers maintaining 
recreation sites, including building improvements, table construction/repair, painting, outhouse 
installation and maintenance, site brushing, trail repair and general garbage pickup and removal. Some 
examples of our work on these recreation sites include those shown below.  
 
Hale Creek Rec Site Shelter, West Harrison Lake. Volunteer constructed in September 2011. 
Approximately 750 hours of volunteer labour over 2 days.  
 
Nahatlatch Fire Tower complete rebuild. August 2012. 1500 volunteer hours over 5 weekends. 

Mt. Lavina Fire Lookout Tower, located at the North East end of Kootenay Lake, renovated by our 
volunteers in July and August 2014. Work is continuing with trail repair and maintenance and structural 
repairs in the Summer of 2015. Approximately 1000 volunteer hours invested to date.  
 
We hold monthly maintenance runs to these sites where weather conditions permit. During these 
maintenance runs we fulfill the obligations of our rec site contracts. We also use these opportunities to 
welcome 4x4 owners who are new to four wheeling experience our recreational pastime. This allows 
them to discover and build their driving abilities as well as become acquainted to their vehicles 
capabilities in a safe and respectful environment.  
  

West Stave Lake 
Cleanup 

Garbage Removed 
(ton, pounds) 

East Stave Lake 
Cleanup  

Garbage Removed 
(tons, pounds) 

2010 30 tons, 60,000 lbs   

2011 15 tons, 30,000 lbs 2011 18 tons, 36,000 lbs 

2012 18 tons, 36,000 lbs 2012 12 tons, 24,000 lbs 

2013 30 tons, 60,000 lbs  2013 10 tons, 20,000 lbs 

2014 17 tons, 34,000 lbs 2014 15 tons, 30,000 lbs 

2015 12 tons, 24,000 lbs 2015 10 tons, 20,000 lbs 

2016 19 tons, 38,000 lbs 2016 5.5 tons, 11,000 lbs 
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The Association is an advocate for trail access. In April 2010, 4 wheelers won a near 10 year long battle 
for legitimate access to Eagle Mountain which was long a favourite local wheeling trail. This access was 
not easy. The party’s involved in this agreement included the golf course owners, BC Hydro 
Transmission, BC Parks, Metro Vancouver, Rec Sites and Trails, City of Coquitlam and the Four Wheel 
Drive Association of BC. In the Lower Mainland, we have a representative who attends monthly 
meetings with the Chilliwack Recreation Advisory Group that includes representatives for ATV’s, 
motorcycles, snow mobiles, 4x4’s, horsemen, hikers, mountain climbers, trail advocates, spelunkers, 
mountain bikers and the Recreation Officer. We participate in the Outdoor Recreation Council and have 
a member on their executive.  
 
Another advocacy success was the shelter at Hale Creek, seen above. In 2006, the Association had to 
remove the original structure on this site as it was considered unsafe. The Association then advocated 
for a replacement structure that came to fruition in the fall of 2011. The new shelter is a wonderful 
example of volunteers working with government to better the recreation experience of thousands of 
people each year.  
 
We just signed a contract with BC Parks to manage the Cornwall Fire Tower West of Ashcroft. This is a 
first for us working with BC Parks, in fact, it is a first for any motorized organization to sign a partnership 
agreement to manage a park asset. This lookout tower becomes a recreation site and we will begin 
renovating another wonderful piece of BC’s back country history.  
 
We are developing our new relationship with Thunder Mountain Raceway near Kelowna. We have 
permission to build a driver training and self-recovery course and use it year over year. We will also 
pursue resurrecting a mud drag course and look at options for rock crawling and other activities.  
 
The beginnings of motor parks is also forming in Mission where we have permission to move ahead with 
building a campground and staging lot for trailered vehicles, a driver training and self-recovery course, In 
the future, other elements like rock crawling and mud drags are not out of the picture.  
 

Thanks for reading and if you have gotten this far, please consider joining the Four Wheel Drive 

Association of BC. 
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Appendix 5: Meeting Minutes   

Stave West Action Team Meeting  

Subject: Stave Lake Reservoir Foreshore Flats 

Introduction 
 A meeting was held on December 6, 2016 to discuss the future use of the Stave Lake reservoir 

foreshore flats that are adjacent to the Stave West recreation area.  The intent of the meeting 

was to initially gather information regarding the use, the current impacts to resources, social 

issues and to look towards future uses.  Information regarding provincial legislation that would 

enable enforcement officials to effectively deter unacceptable social behaviour was presented.   

 

The following is a summary of the topics discussed. 

 
1. Section 58 – Gene MacInnes 

A brief summary of the “Recreation Orders for Managing Public Recreation Use on 

Crown Land” (attached) was provided.  This provincial legislation provides the ability to 

restrict or prohibit recreational use on crown land.   

 

2. Enforcement Statistics – Ted De Jager 

The information provided (attached) was for only a 4 month period.  In that period of 

time 126 offenses directly related to the current activities occurring on the foreshore 

flats were recorded, plus one fatality.  The RCMP observation was that the 80% of the 

unacceptable behaviour and criminal activities could be linked back to the access to the 

foreshore flats where people tend to gather to party. 

Other comments include: 

 This is the highest crime rate area in Mission and would not be tolerated if this 

was in a residential area.  It would take 4 members full time to control. 

 From a public safety perspective these are unprecedented statistics. 

 400m no shooting area will be coming soon to all the FSRs in the Lower 

Mainland, which should help with the discharging of firearms. 

 There are no statistics on the other FSRs to compare.  

 RCMP need the appropriate legislation in place to effectively enforce and 

control the area. 

 RCMP cost were $90,000 plus approximately $100,000 for other emergency 

response agencies and $5000 for Conservation Officer overtime. 

 The RCMP recommend that the foreshore flats be closed down for any 

motorized access or camping and that all access points be blocked off.  
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3. Environmental Issues – Mike Younie 

 There are a number of studies that have been completed on the reservoir by BC 

Hydro for their Water Use Plan that have focused on fish (kokanee and trout) 

and amphibian populations in response to the fluctuating water levels. Steve will 

provide information on studies that BC Hydro has conducted to support their 

Water Use Plan. 

 BC Hydro has in the past attempted foreshore restoration work but was not 

successful due to the motorized activities that destroyed the plants. 

 There have not been any specific studies on the environmental impacts of 

human activities on the foreshore flats (ie oil from vehicle and garbage 

dumping). 

 Turbidity in the water caused by motorized access to the flats at low water was 

discussed but no conclusions could be drawn as to its significance as a major 

contributor in water supplies.    

 2 photos were shown (see attached) of the foreshore flats, one showing no 

motorized activity and the other at Rocky Point where motorized recreation is 

taking place.   

 Should consider restoration projects for the foreshore flats in the future. 

 

4. Zajac Ranch – Karen Zajac 

Zajac Ranch is located centrally on the foreshore flats and as such has seen much of the 

activities that have occurred in this area.  Zajac Ranch experience with other users has 

not been the most positive.  They have experienced trespasses, trails been torn up, fires, 

discharge of firearms, ATV eroding their docks, noise and garbage dumping.   

Would like to see more control on the recreation activities that occur in the Stave West 

area.  

 

5. BC Hydro – Steve Higginbottom 

BC Hydro does not own the foreshore flats, but has a licence to use the water to 

generate power.  Once the dam up grades are complete the water level fluctuations will 

go back to historical level, where the draw down will occur from October to April. 

 They are in the process of updating their Water Use Plan which has an 

opportunity for review and comment.  The Stave West Team has requested the 

opportunity to participate in the review. 

 Has sponsored the 4 Wheel Drive Association of BC to collect garbage on the 

foreshore in the past.  

 BC Hydro’s priorities are focused on; Safety, Archaeological, Environment and 

Recreation.  
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 Steve provided a link to the Water Use Plan information 
https://www.bchydro.com/about/sustainability/conservation/water_use_planning/low

er_mainland/stave_river.html 

 

6. Archeology – Tumia Knot   

The Kwantlen people have used the Stave River system for cultural, spiritual, traditional 

uses and established village sites.  A recent archaeological dig near the Ruskin Dam 

found a village site with items dating back 7000 to 8000 years.   

 Kwantlen has conducted 20 years of archaeological work uncovering 12,000 

items.  

 90 registered arch sites located in the foreshore flats. 

 There has been damage to the existing arch sites from the access to the 

foreshore flats. 

 Opposed to the current use of the foreshore flats from recreational activities 

that could harm the arch sites. 

 Burial mounds and cairns have been found. 

 Recently a 400 year old basket was found near the Ruskin Dam. 

  Want to promote the heritage values of the area. 

 The entire area has a HIGH value for archaeological sites of ones that have been 

found and for the potential of finding more.  

 Some form of protecting the archaeological, cultural and heritage values of the 

area needs to be further discussed.  

 

7. 4 Wheel Drive Association of BC – Kim Reeves  

Motorized recreation has been occurring on the reservoir for the past 20 years.  The 

4WDABC has been chased out of Blue Mtn which is a motorized recreation area.  There 

are no legally established mud bogging areas in the province, however Tom did mention 

that there have been 3 recently established.  He will provide the location and details of 

how they were established.   

 4WDABC has shown to be responsible by having regular clean-ups of garbage on 

the flats. 

 Use the flats for toy run event annually in November. 

 4WDABC is against the illegal activities that take place on the foreshore flats.  

 Mission has a history of supporting motorized sports ie race track. 

 4WDABC would like to work towards legitimizing 4x4 motor sport recreation in 

the Stave West area and fear the loss of having the ability to recreate in the 

Lower Mainland. 

 4WDABC maintains a number of recreation sites in the province. 

https://www.bchydro.com/about/sustainability/conservation/water_use_planning/lower_mainland/stave_river.html
https://www.bchydro.com/about/sustainability/conservation/water_use_planning/lower_mainland/stave_river.html
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 4WDABC recognizes the foreshore flats as being the most valuable motorized 

recreation area in the Lower Mainland and is unique in the province in terms of 

size and access for mudding.   

 

8. Other Information  

 Allan would like to know the economic value of keeping the foreshore flats 

available for motorized activities.  Are there opportunities for motorized sports 

to be developed in the area?  

 Mike suggested that if the foreshore flats were protected perhaps an area could 

be developed to meet the needs of the 4WDABC ie mud pit.  

 Tom chairs the Chilliwack Recreation Advisory Group which consists of numerous 

organized recreation groups and can provide information regarding Stave West 

development to these groups. 

 

9. Mapping Exercise 

A mapping exercise done by the group to determine areas of overlapping interests for 

use and impacts to other resources. The main use by the 4WDABC is located by Rocky 

Point, which is where that there are significant archaeological sites located as well (see 

the 4 maps).  I have provided values of motorized use, enforcement efforts, arch and 

environmental values to each of the maps for your review.  These can be discussed at 

the follow-up meeting in January.  

Discussion  

The 4WDABC would like to legitimize the use of the foreshore flats in the area identified 

on the map so that motorized recreation could continue use of the area.  To do this 

there would be a requirement to follow the resource legislation which would include 

the required assessments that would have to be completed prior to use of the area.  

There would need to be archaeological and environmental assessments completed and 

would have to be funded by the province or someone. 

10. Next steps 

The group agreed to have another meeting in January 2017 to continue on with the 

discussions on the areas identified by 4WDA on the maps.  

Attendees  

Rob Wheeler          Mike Younie 

Ted De Jager Tumia Knott 

Alyn Beerda Kim Reeves 

Michael Bronowski Allan Main 

Bob O’Neal Maureen Sinclair 

Pam Alexis  Karen Zajac 

Steve Higginbottom Gene MacInnes  

Tom Blackbird Dave Heyes 
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Appendix 6: Stakeholder Comments  
 

Comments Received from the Four Wheel Drive Association of BC 
Four Wheel Drive Association of BC (4WDABC) response to the Stave West Foreshore Flats 
Report of Feb 10, 2017 (The Report). 
  
The 4WDABC has a mandate to represent the interests of four wheel drive recreationists in the 
province of British Columbia and to advocate on their behalf where access to high value 
recreation areas is threatened. This is the case in regards to the mud flats on Rocky Point which 
is the largest and most popular 4x4 recreation area in the province attracting thousands weekly 
on average. This area has been used by local residents and families from Mission and Maple 
Ridge for many decades. Our children have learned to ride motorcycles and quads in this area 
alongside their parents driving four wheel drive vehicles, quads and motor boating.  
 
The Report cites ‘undesirable behaviour’ on the foreshore flats ranging from garbage dumping 
to environmental damage to criminal activities. The 4WDABC has long argued that the activities 
on the flats have been lumped into one big amalgam which tarnishes the legitimate motorized 
recreation that takes place there. The Association supports enforcement of the laws while 
allowing our citizen’s access to the Foreshore Flats to engage in legitimate motorized 
recreation.  
 
Given the historical water levels at Stave Lake and the flats being exposed during the months of 
October through April, there is an extraordinary opportunity here for the goals of the Master 
Plan to be realized while the goals of motorized recreation and continued access to the 
foreshore flats are realized as well. During the summer, when the flats are under water, the 
foreshore area can accommodate the variety of recreation tourism giving access to the 
fantastic vistas that the area offers along with a beautiful southern exposure. Camping, 
glamping, water access for canoeing, kayaking and other boating is all there. After the 
tourist/camping season, the flats are exposed and the area can continue to count on a very 
busy motorized recreation population throughout the fall, winter and early spring. There is 
exceptional economic development potential here and we hope it is considered.  
 
The 4WDABC will now offer some additional thoughts on each of the areas that The Report 
touched upon.  
 
The RCMP have cited 126 offenses over 4 months in 2016 and have related this to the 
foreshore flats. The contention being that if there were no access to the flats, very little 
enforcement would be necessary and costs savings would be realized. The 4WDABC doesn’t 
believe this will be the case as it is well known that the varied activities that occur on the flats 
will not cease, rather they will move to other areas, most likely Norrish Creek or Sylvester 
Road/Lost Creek. Both of these areas are also in the Mission RCMP’s jurisdiction. It is 
reasonable to believe that no cost savings or reduced enforcement requirements will result in 
closing access to the flats, rather enforcement will just move to these other areas. The 
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Association completely supports the efforts of the RCMP and we have great admiration for the 
work that this organization does however we do not support their recommendation to close 
recreation access to the foreshore flats. We would support efforts to enforce the laws and 
remove the criminal and anti-social elements from the flats.  
 
Environmental impacts of motorized recreation on the foreshore flats identified in this report 
are limited to ‘observation’ and are not quantified. Once the criminal element is eliminated we 
are left with three concerns. The first is human waste from unregulated camping. This would be 
virtually eliminated by the installation of outhouses, which will come along with the increased 
camping opportunities. The second is motorized recreation increasing turbidity levels in the 
lake. No analysis has been presented that shows the total turbidity in the lake and the 
contribution of various activities have to those levels, like raising/lowing the reservoir, 
motorized recreation on the flats, motorized boating, forestry activities, freshets, etc The other 
concern is fuel/oil in the water from motorized recreation on the flats however this same 
concern is absent entirely from the intent to increase the numbers of motor boats on the lake. 
It is well known that up to 25 percent of fuel consumed by motor boating goes directly into the 
water which most certainly poses a much greater impact to downstream drinking water.  
 
The Report mentions that ‘mud bogging’ on the foreshore flats is a prohibited activity under 
FRPA Act 46(1) but clarification from the Ministry of Forest Lands and Natural Resource 
Operations say that convictions of motorized activity in the foreshore area is unlikely to be 
successful and that characterizing motorized activity as illegal in this area is dubious at best.  
 
The impact of motorized activity on Archeological sites on Rocky Point are difficult to quantify 
as the sites locations are unknown to anyone in our organization. During the December 
meeting of this subcommittee and presentation from the Kwantlen representative, it appeared 
that their Nation was divided on motorized activity on the flats and that there was a strong 
feeling that it would be best for this activity to continue in this area rather than displacing it to 
other areas. Our impression was that the Nation would prefer to focus on protecting other 
undisturbed sites in the Stave Watershed. This is written with the realization this contradicts 
Kwantlen’s position in The Report.  
 
It is the position of the 4WDABC to allow continued motorized access to the foreshore flats and 
designating this area as a designated ‘mud bogging’ area. The reasons are many. First and 
foremost, there are no better and more appropriate areas for this activity to take place. The 
area is dammed, which results in no access for Salmon to the reservoir and river and no 
spawning grounds. This area is already very, very popular and well known locally, provincially 
and internationally as prime mud bogging ground. If embraced, this could drive serious 
economic development opportunities for local citizens, businesses and governments. If access 
is closed to motorized on the flats, this activity will move east potentially impacting more 
sensitive areas. This displacement will not result in less law enforcement, rather, it will just 
move where the law enforcement is required. The Report is correct in stating that “The 
4WDABC wants to continue to use the foreshore flats for motorized recreation in a controlled 
manner and to legitimize the recreational activity.” Our annual ‘West Stave Lake’ cleanups 
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attest to the interest of our organization in the area and our commitment to mitigating the 
impact that some residents have on the area. We have contributed over 10,000 volunteer 
hours cleaning up after residential and commercial dumping, firearm discharge and grow op 
waste. This equates to an investment of over $100,000 at minimum wage rates in addition to 
close to another $100,000 in costs in fuel for our volunteers as well as equipment, time and fuel 
donated by businesses that support our efforts. Notable among these businesses are Davies 
Sand and Gravel and C&C Trucking who have supported us completely in our volunteer work in 
the Stave Lake watershed.  
 
Mission is already internationally known for motorsports with the Mission Raceway Park. Stave 
West has the potential to offer additional and complementary motorsports opportunities and is 
already recognized as THE off road motorsports area in the Lower Mainland. From an economic 
development perspective, there would be no competition whatsoever to a motorsports 
recreation park located in this area. The users are already there so development would be 
almost certain to be extremely successful and profitable. There is a tremendous opportunity to 
exploit this market niche that would set Mission apart from the rest of the crowd competing for 
the recreation tourism dollar.  
 
In closing, The Four Wheel Drive Association of BC supports Recommendation #2, Partial 
Closure while Archeological and environmental study takes place. Our organization will do 
everything that we can to assist in regulating access during these studies and would offer to be 
the Host of the recreation site built at Rocky Point. We would be happy to liaise with the RCMP, 
The District of Mission, FLNRO and Kwantlen as well as recreational stakeholders to assist in the 
success of this initiative.  
 
I would like to thank the team for inviting the Association to work with the Stave West team 
and lend our input to the foreshore discussion. I look forward to working with the team into the 
future on the campgrounds and motorized area proposed at Kearsley and in the development 
of an off-road driver training and self-recovery training facility in that area.  
 
Kim Reeves  
President, Four Wheel Drive Association of BC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


