
Four Wheel Drive Association of BC (4WDABC) response to the Stave West Foreshore Flats Report (The 

Report). 

The 4WDABC has a mandate to represent the interests of four wheel drive recreationists in the province 

of British Columbia and to advocate on their behalf where access to high value recreation areas is 

threatened.  This is the case in regards to the mud flats on Rocky Point which is the largest and most 

popular 4x4 recreation area in the province attracting thousands weekly on average.  This area has been 

used by local residents and families from Mission and Maple Ridge for many decades.  Our children have 

learned to ride motorcycles and quads in this area alongside their parents driving four wheel drive 

vehicles, quads and motor boating. 

The Report cites ‘undesirable behaviour’ on the foreshore flats ranging from garbage dumping to 

environmental damage to criminal activities.  The 4WDABC has long argued that the activities on the 

flats have been lumped into one big amalgam which tarnishes the legitimate motorized recreation that 

takes place there.  The Association supports enforcement of the laws while allowing our citizen’s access 

to the Foreshore Flats to engage in legitimate motorized recreation. 

Given the historical water levels at Stave Lake and the flats being exposed during the months of October 

through April, there is an extraordinary opportunity here for the goals of the Master Plan to be realized 

while the goals of motorized recreation and continued access to the foreshore flats are realized as well.  

During the summer, when the flats are under water, the foreshore area can accommodate the variety of 

recreation tourism giving access to the fantastic vistas that the area offers along with a beautiful 

southern exposure.  Camping, glamping, water access for canoeing, kayaking and other boating is all 

there.  After the tourist/camping season, the flats are exposed and the area can continue to count on a 

very busy motorized recreation population throughout the fall, winter and early spring.  There is 

exceptional economic development potential here and we hope it is considered. 

The 4WDABC will now offer some additional thoughts on each of the areas that The Report touched 

upon. 

The RCMP have cited 126 offenses over 4 months in 2016 and have related this to the foreshore flats.  

The contention being that if there were no access to the flats, very little enforcement would be 

necessary and costs savings would be realized.  The 4WDABC doesn’t believe this will be the case as it is 

well known that the varied activities that occur on the flats will not cease, rather they will move to other 

areas, most likely Norrish Creek or Sylvester Road/Lost Creek.  Both of these areas are also in the 

Mission RCMP’s jurisdiction.  It is reasonable to believe that no cost savings or reduced enforcement 

requirements will result in closing access to the flats, rather enforcement will just move to these other 

areas.  The Association completely supports the efforts of the RCMP and we have great admiration for 

the work that this organization does however we do not support their recommendation to close 

recreation access to the foreshore flats.  We would support efforts to enforce the laws and remove the 

criminal and anti-social elements from the flats. 

Environmental impacts of motorized recreation on the foreshore flats identified in this report are limited 

to ‘observation’ and are not quantified.  Once the criminal element is eliminated we are left with three 

concerns.  The first is human waste from unregulated camping.  This would be virtually eliminated by 

the installation of outhouses, which will come along with the increased camping opportunities.  The 

second is motorized recreation increasing turbidity levels in the lake.  No analysis has been presented 



that shows the total turbidity in the lake and the contribution of various activities have to those levels, 

like raising/lowing the reservoir, motorized recreation on the flats, motorized boating, forestry activities, 

freshets, etc    The other concern is fuel/oil in the water from motorized recreation on the flats however 

this same concern is absent entirely from the intent to increase the numbers of motor boats on the lake.  

It is well known that up to 25 percent of fuel consumed by motor boating goes directly into the water 

which most certainly poses a much greater impact to downstream drinking water.  

The Report mentions that ‘mud bogging’ on the foreshore flats is a prohibited activity under FRPA Act 

46(1) but clarification from the Ministry of Forest Lands and Natural Resource Operations say that 

convictions of motorized activity in the foreshore area is unlikely to be successful and that characterizing 

motorized activity as illegal in this area is dubious at best. 

The impact of motorized activity on Archeological sites on Rocky Point are difficult to quantify as the 

sites locations are unknown to anyone in our organization.  During the December meeting of this 

subcommittee and presentation from the Kwantlen representative, it appeared that their Nation was 

divided on motorized activity on the flats and that there was a strong feeling that it would be best for 

this activity to continue in this area rather than displacing it to other areas.  Our impression was that the 

Nation would prefer to focus on protecting other undisturbed sites in the Stave Watershed.  This is 

written with the realization this contradicts Kwantlen’s position in The Report. 

It is the position of the 4WDABC to allow continued motorized access to the foreshore flats and 

designating this area as a designated ‘mud bogging’ area.  The reasons are many.  First and foremost, 

there are no better and more appropriate areas for this activity to take place.  The area is dammed, 

which results in no access for Salmon to the reservoir and river and no spawning grounds.   This area is 

already very, very popular and well known locally, provincially and internationally as prime mud bogging 

ground.  If embraced, this could drive serious economic development opportunities for local citizens, 

businesses and governments.   If access is closed to motorized on the flats, this activity will move east 

potentially impacting more sensitive areas.  This displacement will not result in less law enforcement, 

rather, it will just move where the law enforcement is required.  The Report is correct in stating that 

“The 4WDABC wants to continue to use the foreshore flats for motorized recreation in a controlled 

manner and to legitimize the recreational activity.”  Our annual ‘West Stave Lake’ cleanups attest to the 

interest of our organization in the area and our commitment to mitigating the impact that some 

residents have on the area.  We have contributed over 10,000 volunteer hours cleaning up after 

residential and commercial dumping, firearm discharge and grow op waste.  This equates to an 

investment of over $100,000 at minimum wage rates in addition to close to another $100,000 in costs in 

fuel for our volunteers as well as equipment, time and fuel donated by businesses that support our 

efforts.  Notable among these businesses are Davies Sand and Gravel and C&C Trucking who have 

supported us completely in our volunteer work in the Stave Lake watershed. 

Mission is already internationally known for motorsports with the Mission Raceway Park.  Stave West 

has the potential to offer additional and complementary motorsports opportunities and is already 

recognized as THE off road motorsports area in the Lower Mainland.   From an economic development 

perspective, there would be no competition whatsoever to a motorsports recreation park located in this 

area.  The users are already there so development would be almost certain to be extremely successful 

and profitable.  There is a tremendous opportunity to exploit this market niche that would set Mission 

apart from the rest of the crowd competing for the recreation tourism dollar. 
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